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is indispensable to soldiers in the field. It was also be-
lieved that a civil war would, inevitably, lead to servile
insurrection, and that the slave-owners would have their
hands full to keep the slaves in subjection after hostilities
commenced. Experience has corrected these misconcep-
tions in each section.

April 10, Monday. At day-dawn a salute of several
guns was fired. The first discharge proclaimed, as well as
words could have done, the capture of Lee and his army.
The morning papers detailed the particulars. The event
took place yesterday, and the circumstances will be nar-
rated in full elsewhere.

The tidings were spread over the country during the
night, and the nation seems delirious with joy. Guns are
firing, bells ringing, flags flying, men laughing, children
cheering; all, all are jubilant. This surrender of the great
Rebel captain and the most formidable and reliable army
of the Secessionists virtually terminates the Rebellion.
There may be some marauding, and robbing and murder
by desperadoes, but no great battle, no conflict of armies,
after the news of yesterday reaches the different sections.
Possibly there may be some stand in Texas or at remote
points beyond the Mississippi.

Called on the President, who returned last evening,
looking well and feeling well. Signed the proclamation
closing the Southern ports. Seemed gratified that Seward
and myself were united in the measure, remembering, I
think, without mentioning, the old difference.

April 11, Tuesday. The cotton question was the chief
topic at the Cabinet. Secretary McCulloch is embarrassed
how to dispose of the Savannah capture. I am afraid of
replevin and other troubles. Told him I thought it an er-
ror that the Rebel cotton had not been brought forward
and sold in parcels instead of accumulating public and priv-
ate in such quantity as to attract the vultures. >